December 27, 1948.

Dr, Robert Guthris,
Nasional Institutes of Health,
Dethesda 14, A,
Dear Bob, \

I'd be glud to answer yvur cuestion in more detail, if I could, but it's
my exnerisnce that 1t takes a two=hour sealnar to get 1t across. In shors,

(and Lac, ete. £)

orusass between u Beife "H"nstock and a "normal™ ﬁ-L—Bi- Lag=llal=0cleXyleil=
have given rise to prototrophs which are apparently B¢meT¢L—81-Lac- ote.,
can he maintained as such on synthetic mediua, but which segrezate cut on
complete wedium to give a lurge varlety Sf '5&3‘&?33@#@%3&1533&”,
I've taken these prototrophs to be heterozygous (and therefore diplold),in
distinotion to the prototropiis which ons usually finds, which are quite stable,
and have presumably alresdy segresuted from the zygéto.

I wonder whether I can't aak you to send ae this queer coll that gau said
" micht he Gel-Lac{ ~= 0slfLac~, We do fermehtation bestsA of that sort as a dally
routine, and could very easily sheck on the situatlon.

With best wishas,

Youra»aiqnorely,

Joshua Lederberg



